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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN THE COUNTY OF 
HAMPSHIRE. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. E. Montague, to 
the Editor, dated Leverett, April 21, 1808. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 


I PROCFED to give you a brief fketch of the conquefts of 
our Divine Redeemer, among the baptized churches in Conway; 
Deerfield, and Shelburn. The Lord Jefus was pleafed to make 

4 ufe of a Jad, once more, to feed many. This lad is fon to a man 
4 who lives in this place, and belongs to our meeting ; but being an 
apprentice in Conway, he came home to his father’s houfe on a vifit, 
and found his ftep-mother freely converfing upon the glories of 
E Chrift, and the neceflity of embracing him as the only Saviour. 
Other changes which religion had made in the family were vifible. 
He next called at his uncle’s, who lived nigh, and there found a 
number of his coufins turned from their vain difcourfe, and from 
their amufements, &c, It had the defired effect upon him: for 
he foon cried out in the bitsernefs of his foul, under keen convic- 
tion of fin; and previous to his returning to Conway, he received 
comfort to his mind. 

Soon after he returned to the place where he lived, his com- 
panions came to him, to agree upon arrangements for their 
thank{giving ball, (he being a {prightly youth of about 18 years) 
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but they were furprifingly difappointed, when he replied to them, 
*‘ T have been with you in fin, it is true; but I can go no longer. 
in that way. I have been to Leverett, and I truft 1 have found 
Jefus, and I want you all to go with me to ferve fuch a glorious 
God.” 

This fhort exhortation was faiiened like a nail in a fure place, 
by the Matter of affemblies.. Their ido/ ball fell like Dagon before 
the ark, and the work fpread like fire in the woods in a dry, windy 
time. Brother Keyes, who is their minifter, was already fhod 
with gofpel preparation, and girt about with the truth in a good 
meafure, having previoufly been preaching and baptizing in other 
towns, where the people were flocking to the name of the Lord. 
He was now ready to blow the gofpel trump, for the calling of 
the aflembly ; and truly we may fay, the King’s bufinefs requires 
hafte. 
ona truth once ftruck a Saul to the ground, and made the 
convicted Jews cry out, Men and brethren, what fhall we do? fo 
various inftances of this kind, and of swooning, occurred among 
them. Some would lie 24 hours without receiving any kind of 
food. Yet we really believe a thorough work has been wrought 
in many fouls in Conway, the winter paft. But it is now thought 
to be on the decline, as is the cafe in molt of the towns in this 
county, where the Lord has rained fo powerfully of late. 

I underftand there are about 100 in Conway, who have ob- 
tained hope fince laft thankfgiving ; and about 80 of them have 
joined the Baptift church in that place. 

Refpecting the religious attention in the weft part of Deerfield, 
and fouth of Shelburn, God was pleafed in the month of Septem- 
ber laft, to vifit fome of the inhabitants of thefe places with a fore 
judgment. Mothers and children, aged and middle aged, were 
cut down by the fudden ftroke of death. Eight or ten perfons were 
taken away in a few days. Some lived 24, others 12, others 8, 
and fome but 2 hours after they were taken. What the diforder 
was, none could tell. The phyficians were confounded, and med- 
ical aid proved of no effect. Univerfal. alarm took place ; and 
such was the confternation among the people, at few dared to 
go to the houfes where the fick and dying were ; fome however, 
ftimulated by a fenfe of duty, and trufting in the Lord, at- 
tended conftantly to the dying and dead. Some were buri- 
ed without any religious ceremony, which was a circumftance 
feldom if ever known, in this healthy country. 

In the courfe of Divine Providence I was called about 3 weeks 
after the last perfon’s death by the above diforder, to preach a 
fermon on the occafion in the neighbourhood. The {furviving 
friends were prefent, with many others, among whom were a 
goodly number of young people. I addreffed the people in a dis- 
course, founded on thefe words, “ Shall a trumpet be blown in the 
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city, and the people not be afraid? fball there be evil in a city, and the 
Lord hath not done it ?” 1 believe there were none of the young ~ 
' people prefent who at this time had made a profeffion of religion. 
But [had opportunity of late to preach at the fame houfe, and 
found the people to appearance entirely changed, as to the temper 
of their minds. This was the cafe with nearly every individual, 
who had come to years of difcretion : “and who by profeffion had 
turned to the Lord. 

Since the work began to be vifibly known, which was about 
the first of December laft, there have been about 80 baptized, be- 
longing to Deerfield and Shelburn, who have joined the church 
under the paftoral care of elder David Long. He is juftly es- 
teemed a refpectable and religious minifter, who has not only fhar- 
ed in his own foul, but in his family likewife, in the blefled work. 
I was informed, that the progrefs of the work was very regular, 
as far as men could judge. The underftanding was generally 
powerfully wrought upon, whereby they were led to approve, 
and acknowledge the rectitude of the divine government, and 
themfelves righteously condemned by the holy law of God. Al- 
moft all who have related their exercifes date their firft awakings 
from the alarms of the bloody trumpet, before alluded to; one I 
heard make this remark, that “ fhe thought if they could but move 
away, they might be fafe ;” but it foon occurred to her mind, that 
fhe could not get away from God. 

The Lord is yet calling by the meffenger of death in Shelbura, 
and alfo by the mild whifpers of his gracious Spirit. We hope 
and have reafon to believe, that that town will be gracioufly vifit- 
ed. Additions are ftill making to the church to which brother 
Long adminifters. 

Thus I have given you fome of the outlines of the victorious 
conquelts of the Spirit of truth, in Conway, Deerfield and Shel- 
burn : while I make no attempts to fet forth the wonders of re- 
deeming es in other parts of this county, hoping that abler 
hands will in due time prefent it, for the joy of the religious 
world, The towns where the glorious work has been the winter 
paft, and now is, in the county of Hampfhire, are (befides thofe 
I have mentioned) Colerain, Heath, Charlemont, Rowe, Hawly, 
Bernardftown, Afhfield, Buckland, Gofhen, Plainfield, Comming- 
ton, Whately, Chefterfield, Chefter, Weftfield, and fome hopefi 
appearances of the fame pleafing work in Springfield and North- 
ampton. I add my hearty amen to the enlargement of Zion. 
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Extra from the Journal of the Rev. P. P. Roots. 
To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Baptist M. Society. 


Belowed Fathers and Brethren, 


I HAVE received your appointment for fix months, and if 
God permit, 1 hope to fulfil the fame. The following is a brief 
account. of my travels, and miffionary labours fince the com- 
mencement of the year A. D. 1808. 

The firft Lord’s day in Jan. I preached near Fort Erie in 
Canada. Some of the Britifh foldiers attended with the inhab- 
itants, and the whole aflembly behaved with propriety, and gave 
folemn attention to the word. After meeting I croffed Niagara 
river, and preached at Buffaloe in the evening. From this vil- 
lage, I went up Lake Erie to the Eighteen mile creek settle- 
ment, and there preached feveral times. I had thoughts of go- 
ing much further up the lake ; but finding the travelling on the 
Lake thore at this time very bad, and that many inhabitants lived 
off fouth of the road commonly travelled through Batavia to 
Buffaloe, and that very few miffionaries of ahy order had vifited 
them, 1 concluded to turn my courfe, and accordingly went to 
Warren’s fettlement, and preached fouir sermons in that place. 
The people manifefted their gratitude. for this vifit, and defired 
the to come again and {pend more time with them. 

After this I vifited the townfhips nine and fen in the fourth 
range ; and the fame numbers in the third range ; and nine, ten 
and eleven in the fecond range, and the fame numbers in the firft 
range. In. thefe, and. fome: other places on the Holland Pur- 
chafe, I {pent-my time until, the 7th of March, running to and 
fro, and often preaching at different times in the fame places. 
I have reafon to conclude, that the Lord blefled my labours. I 
baptized five about twelve miles fouth of the court houfé in Ba- 
tavia, and with the affiftance of elder Joel Butler, and other breth- 
ren,(who at that time providentially came into this country on a 
vilit) gave fellowfhip to a church at Number Ten, fecond range. 
Jan. 30, and Feb. 14, I broke bread to this little body, then 
conlilting of twelve members. There appeared at that time to 
be a general folemnity on the minds of the people in thefe parts. 
This church, I believe to be the firft of any order conftituted on 
this purchafe, which is a very extenfive tract of country. The 
harvelt is truly great, and the people are needy. May God send 
them minifters after his own heart. They defire ftill to be re- 
membered by the fociety, and to be vifited*by miffionaries. 

After leaving the inhabitants-here, I vifited the Triangle, ad- 


joining the north eaft part of the H. Purchafe, and preached 


in Ward’s fettlement, and on the Ridge, and in feveral other 
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places weft of the Geneffee river. March 16th [ croffed the river 
and rodé to Charlefton, and the next day preached at Pittlown. 

Lord’s day; Match 20th, I preached at Briftol by exchange 
with elder Goodale, and tarried and preached again on Monday. 
A number have been added to the church here of late. 

March 22, rode to Canandardae and preached at the court 
houfe in the evening ; and was requefted to tarry and pteach 
there again the next Lord’s day.. Accordingly, March 27th I 
preached twice at Canandarqne, and then rode four or five miles 
atid preached a thifd fermon. I {pent the remainder of this week, 
and a patt of the next, im vifiting and preaching in different places 
on my way homeward. I arrived at my houfé m Fabits,:April 
4th, having been abfent five months, and throwgh mercy found 
my family in-comfortable health. But the youngeft fifter of my 
wife had been removed by death in my ‘abfence: She profeffed 
religion-} ahd we- think has left comfortable evidence that fhe 
died in the Lord. 

I {pent the time from the 22d of April to the 16th of May, in 
vifiting Virgil, Dryden, Ulyffes, and feveral places between the 
Cayuga and Seneca lakes, and the eaftern part of the county 
of Ontario ; and with the deftitute people near the falt fprings in 
the county of Onondago ; and then returned to my family again. 

May 20, I left home with a view to vifit the Geneflee country, 
and other places farther on to the weftward, and have not feen 
my family fince that time. ‘ 

Lord’s day, May 22, preached to a déftitute fociety in’ Marcel- 
lus. By particular requeft, {pent fome days this week with mef- 
fernigers from feveral churches, in attending to fome matters of 
dificulty in Bratus. And 1 hope the refult’ of this ‘conference 
may terminate for the plory of God, and the profperity of Zion 
ih this place. 3 : 

The next Lord’s.day I preached in Junius, and baptized two 
men. A brother Meffenger, who is not ordained, preaches the 
gofpel in this place. 

June ‘and July I fpent in deftitute places ealt of the Geneflee 
river. 1 did not. mean to have {pent fo much tame before I went 
further to the weflward ; but I found many urgent calls in def- 
titute places, ahd in fome inftances, fpecial attention to religion ; 
particularly in Phelps and Palmyra. The people have preach- 
ig in Palmyra; but in Phelps the Baptifts are deftitute. -The 
want of better héalth in weeks paft has retarded my progrefs to 
the weftward. But the begining of this month, I coucluded to 
vifit the Holland Purchafe, where I am at prefent. And am hap- 
py to find the little church conftituted here lat winter much-en- 
larged. I. think their prefent number is twenty three. And 
another chutch has been conftituted in fellowfhip with this, con- 
fifting of fixteen members. Elder Joel Butler has been preaching 
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fome time in thefe parts, and his labours have been evidently bleff- 
ed. lL underitand he expects to {pend a year in thefe new. fettle- 
ments. Since my return, I have found fome, who fuppofe the 
Lord was pleafed to make me an inftrument of leading them to 
confideration when I was here lait. winter, and that he has opened 
— hearts gladly to receive the word. T his name be all the 
glory. . : 3 

God has of late vifited the people with ficknefs at Number Ten, 
firft Range, and I hope in wrath has alfo remembered mercy. A 
number in this neighbourhood feem to have fome ferious convic- 
tion of fin, at prefent ; and I hope they may be brought cordially 
to receive the Saviour. 

Praying that the blefling of Heaven may reft on you and the 
fociety at large, I fubfcribe myfelf your affectionate brother, and 


fervant of the fervants of Jefus, 
PETER P. ROOTS. 
Holland Purchafe, Auguft 13, 1808. 


P.S... Between the firft of September laft, and the firft of 
Auguft, 1808, I {pent 45..weeks in the fervice of the fociety, and 
attempted tg preach, 318 times, : 


eS ——ap : CD : a 


» PROM. THE SAME, TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY. 


Dear. Brother, Caledonia, Dec. 3 1, 1808. 


I ‘NOW proceed to give you some account where and how IL 
have fpent my time fince the date of my laft latter. © 

Having heard that Géd had vifited my family with ficknefs, I 
left the Holland Purchafe, and arrived at my houfe in Fabius, 
Auguft 18, 1808, and found that my dear wife had been brought 
very low, with the fame fever by which fhe had been brought, ap- 
parently, nigh unto death the preceding year. I tarried about 
home four weeks, by which time her health was fo far reftored, 
that I fat out, Sept. 16, on another miflionary tour to the welt- 
ward. AsI paffed on I preached at Camillus, Phelps, Lima, and 
Geneffee. ‘Thence I croffed the Geneflee river, and pafled through 
Leicefter, into the Holland Parchafe, and preached at Webfter’s 
Settlement, Turner’s Settlement, and Warren’s Settlement. I 
found a kind reception amongft the people in thefe parts. At 
Turner’s Settlement there, has been’ quite a revival of religion ; 
fince I was in that place laft winter, a mumber have been baptiz- 
ed by elder Joel Butler, and'a chriftian church conftituted, wv!“ 4 
I hope may be abundantly increafed, and built up of lively f: 
a fpiritual houfe. | 
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Saturday, O&. 1, I rode, in a very heavy rain,'to the Eighteen 
mile Creek fettlement, where I preached twice on Lord’s day, 
O&. 2, at the houfe of brother Green. 

From this place I proceeded up lake Erie, ina lonefome, dreary 
path ; but thinly inhabited, travelling fometimes on the beach, and 
fometimes in the mud, through the woods, until I came to Pom- 
fret at Canada-way creek. Here is a fine fettlement of well bred 
people, many of whom are profeflors of chriftianity. At this 
place I found elder Elkanah Holmes, who had been here fome 
days and preached feveral fermons ; therefore I concluded not'to 
preach here at prefent. 

Thurfday, O&. 6, rode in company with Mr. John Spencer, a 
miffionary from Conneéticut, to Mr. Dunn’s, in the town of Chau- 
tauque, and here we both preached. 

O&. 7, rode about 14 miles to the head of Chautauque lake, 
and preached at capt. Scott’s in the evening. Here I was over- 
taken by elders Eaftman, Butler, and Hardy, who, with myfelf, 
were going to attend a council about eight miles further down the 
lake. This council was called to meet O&. roth, with a view to 
give fellowfhip to fome profeffors, living near this lake, as a chrif- 
tian church; and to ordain one of them as a minifter of the 
gofpel. 

The minifters about to attend this:‘council found it.neceflary to 
be all together on Lord’s day, as the time appointed: for the council 
was on Monday; and there were no neighbouring fettlements, 
where we could preach feparately on the Sabbath, and get togeth- 
er again at the time appointed for the council, 

Lord’s-day, O&. 9, the fcattered inhabitants met, and, by re- 
queft of the minifters prefent, brother Edmund Jones, the candi- 
date for ordination, preached one fermon, and elder Butler 
another. 

Monday, O&. 10, we examined into the fituation, fentiments, 
and prattice of thofe at whofe requelt this council had been con- 
vened, and being fatisfied with them, and with their articles of 
faith, and church covenant, we gave them fellowfhip as a vifible 
church of Chrift. Their number is but eleven; they live ina 
very new fettlement, at a great diftance from any other church, 
and more than 100 miles. from any ordained minifter of our de-— 
nomination : Nor do I know of any fettled minifter of any de- 
nomination, but what is at a great diftance from them. 

After giving fellowfhip to the church, we examined brother 
Jones as to his experimental and doctrinal acquaintance with 
chriftianity, his minifterial qualifications, &c. and agreed unani- 
moufly to fet him apart to the work of the miniftry ; which was 
performed accordingly on the day following. 

May God blefs this young minifter, fupport him. under all his 
trials, and make him abundantly ufeful to the fcattered inhabitants 
in this extenfive wildernefs. . 
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O&. 12, I fet my face toward home, preaching from. place to 
place as I pafled along. Oé: 30, preached to a deftitute fociety 
in the fouthweft part of Pompey, and in the evening arrived at my 
houfe, and found my family in comfortable health. In this month 
I travelled three hundred and fixty or feventy miles, and preached 
25 fermons. The next Lord’s day, Nov. 6, I preached at Pompey 
again ; and the two Lord’s days after, at Preble, a very deftitute 
place indeed. 

After this I took a fhorttour into Nelfon, Eaton, Augufta, Ver- 
non and Verona; and found quite a revival in Nelfon. I heard a 
number of young converts in the north part of this town {peaking 
forth the praifes of God. 

Dec. 13, I returned again to Fabius, and tarried with my fam- 
ily three days. 

Dec. 16, ‘took an affectionate leave of my family, and fet out 
on a weltern tour, not expeéting to fee home again before the firft 
of March. 

Lord’s-day, Dec. 18, preached about three miles from Ononda- 
go falt works, and in the evening at the fchool-houfe in Salina. 
I next preached at Camillus, then in Junius, and on the zift I 
heard elder Leland at Phelps. On the 2gd, 24th, and 25th, I 
preached in the north part of Gorham. There is no fettled minif- 
ter in this town, but the Lord has been pleafed.to pour out his 
Spirit on the inhabitants here of late, and they have been vifited by 
feveral minifters. And between thirty and forty perfons have 
been baptized fn this place fince the latter part of O@over. Leav- 
ing Gorham I preached at Canandarque, Bloomfield, and Avon, 
before I crofled the Geneffee river. 

Dec. 29, rode in a fnow ftorm to Caledonia, the weft fide of 
the river, and laft evening I preached at Mr. Scott’s near the 
mouth of Allen’s Creek, and expeét to preach in another neigh- 
bourhood this evening, and on the morrow, if the Lord permit. 
After which I expe& t6 proceed on further weft. And I hope, 

‘that I may be helped by the prayers of the friends of Zion, whofe 


fervant I fubfcribe myfelf, : 
PETER P. ROOTS. 
nD 3+ 


Extract from the Rev. Mr. Irifh’s Miffionary Journal. 


To the President of the Society. 


Dear Brother, Avretivs, Od. 21, 1808. 

WHEN I accepted your appointment, I agreed to fpend fix 
months in the fervice of the Society, which I expedted to have 
fulfilled laft year. But Providence forbade. I was taken with the 
influenza a year ago laft Auguft. This diforder finally fettled on 
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my lungs, and left me in fuch a poor ftate of health, that 1 have 
not thought it prudent as yet to go far from home. Yet the Lord 
has been fo kind that for the moft part of the time, I have been 
' able to improve once or twice in a day about home, whenever 
called on. 

_ Linformed you ina letter fome time fince, that the Lord had be- 
gun a gracious work in this town; and bleffed be his name, it ftill 
continues to fpread. We have had 55 added to our church the 
year pat, and the work ftill continues. There are a number more 
now, that ftand as candidates for baptifm. 

I have fo far recovered my health, that I fat out on a fhort tour 
the 23d of Auguift laft, and was gone from home thirteen days. L 
rode 125 miles, and attended fifteen meetings. I faw fo much of 
the work of the Lord, and the deftitute fituation of the people, ef- 
pecially in the new fettlements on Lake Ontario, that 1 determin- 
ed after returning home, to go again as foon as poflible. I baptiz~ 
ed feven while I was gone: and on the firft Lord’s day after I 
came home, I baptized fix, and a glorious feafon we had. 

Saturday, the 25th of September, I fet out again, and rode tod 
Phelps, where the Lord is vifiting the people in a remarkable man- 
ner, [attended a conference with them that evening, when there 
came forward eight perfons, and gave a relation of their experience 
as candidates for baptifm. ‘The next day I preached to a large 
concourfe of people, and baptized the perfons above mentioned. 
The feafon was truly folemn. 1 proceeded on from this, through 
Eafttown, Farmington, Brifto!, Bloomfield, Palmyra, Williamfon, 
Ontario, and fome of the new fettlements on the lake. I then 
returned by Sodus, and Lyonftown ; and afterwards vifited Phelps : 
and Junius. A namber of thefe towns are bleffed with fhowers of 
divine grace; efpecially Phelps, Palmyra, and Williamfon. I rode 
about 190 miles, was gone from home twenty days, attended 26 
meetings, and baptized 26 perfons on a profeffion of faith. I will 
give you a brief account of fome of thefe meetings, which will en- 
able you to form fome idea of the work. | 

In Eaft Williamfon, on Lake Ontario, I attended a meeting the 
firft Lord’s day in October, preached to the people, and baptized fix 
perfons.. The whole fcene was attended with a profound folemni- 
ty ; and the people feemed to hear as for eternity. On Monday 
evening, I preached at a brother Rog¢rs’s, ready to depart on the 
wiorrow: After which, the aflembly feparated, but not without 
thedding many tears. The next morning there came in a large 
number to attend morning prayers, and a moft folemn parting we 
had,: : 

The. Lord. has wrought wonders in this place. It is but about 
three years fince the fettlement was begun. And_as late.as May 
laft, there were only a few Baptifts, about ten in number, that 
“united in covenant relation ; thefe obtained a council, which gave 
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them fellowfhip as a church of Chrift. Since that time, the Lord 
has bleffed them with additions, until they are now about forty in 
number, and the work ftill continues among them. The fecond 
Lord’s day in Oéober, I preached at Phelps, in a large fchool- 
houfe, which was built for the purpofe of meeting as well as fchool. 
But fo many people attended that they could not more than one half 
get into the houfe. The opportunity appeared exceedingly folemn 
and important. After fermon, we repaired to the water, finging 
one of Zion’s fongs. Here ten precious fouls followed the blefled 
Redeemer into his watery tomb. This was atime which I truft 
will long be remembered. Nine of thefe candidates were young 
people. When going forward, fome of them in a very affeétionate 
manner would bid their youthful companions farewell! Others 
with melting words and flowing tears would invite their mates to 
come and go withthem. Many of the affembly were overwhelmed 


‘in tears. ‘The whole fcene appeared to be graced with a divine 


folemnity. Joy lighted up in the countenances of the faints ; 
while finners trembled, as if the judgment day were approaching. 

This work has appeared to be rational and folid ; ang although 
conviction in general has been very folemn and pungent’; yet little 
or no irregularity or confufion has attended. The joys of fuch as 
have experienced pardoning grace have generally been calm and 
folid. The work ftill continues, and appears to fpread. May the 
Lord extend it to the earth’s remoteft bounds. . 

But I muft conclude, with fubfcribing myfelf your unworthy 


brother in gofpel bonds, 
DAVID IRISH. 


P. S. I expeé to fet out in a few days again, if the Lord will ; 
the harveft truly is great and the labourers are few. 


—: @ : aaa 


“THE STAR IN THE EAST. 


A Sermon preached in the parifp church of St. Fames, Briftol, on Sun- 
day, Feb. 26, 1809, for the benefit of the ** Society for Miffions to 
> 2 the Bat.” By the Reve Claudius Buchanan, 11. v. from 
India. 


We have perufed this very judicious and evangelical difcourfe 
with uncommon intereft and fatisfaction. It is impoffible, we 
think, for a chriftian to read it, without feeling his heart affeéted, 
and his faith ftrengthened. From a difcourfe fo interefting in all 
its parts, it is difficult to make a judicious felection. We can how- 
ever at this time only lay the following extract before our readers. 
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After having proved by a fair ftatement of facts, that there are 
** evidences of the general truth of the chriftian religion, exifting in 
the eaft,”” and having confidered the fuccefs which has attended 
' the efforts of chriftians of different denominations, to fpread the 
gofpel of falvation in thofe regions where truth was but darkly een, 
the doétor proceeds as follows : 


“ Thus far we have fpoken of the fuccefs of the gofpel in Afia, by 
means of European preachers. But we fhall now exhibit to you evi- 
dence from another fource, from a new and unexpeéted quarter. We 
are now to declare what has been done, independently of our exer- 
tions, and in regions where we have no labourers, and no accefs. 
And this I do to fhow you, that whether we aflift in the work or 
not, it is God’s will that it /hould begin. You have hitherto béen 
contemplating the light in India. We are now to announce to 
you, that a light hath appeared in Arabia, and dawned, as it were, 
on the temple of Mecca itfelf. 

“ Two Mahometans of Arabia, perfons of confideration in their 
‘own country, have been lately converted to the chriftian faith. 
One of them has already fuffered martyrdom, and the other is 
now engaged in tranflating the f{criptures, and in concerting plans 
for the converfion of his countrymen. The name of the martyr 
was Abdallah ; and the name of the other, who is now tranflating 
the fcriptures, is Sabat; or, as he is called fince his chriftian 
baptifm, Nathaniel Sabat. Sabat refided in my houfe fome time 
before I left India, and I had from his own mouth the chief part of 
the account which 1 fhall now give to you. Some particulars I 
had from others. His converfion took place after the martyrdom 
of Abdallah, “ to whofe death he was confenting ;” and he related 
the circumftances to me with many tears. 

“ Abdallah and Sabat were intimate friends, and being young 
men of family in Arabia, they agreed to travel together, and to vifit 
foreign countries. They were both zealous mahometans. Sabat 
is fon of Ibrahim Sabat, a noble family of the line of Beni-Sabat, 
who trace their pedigree to Mahomet. The two friends left Ara- 
bia, after paying their adorations at the tomb of their prophet at 
Mecca, and travelled through Perfia, and thence to Cabul. . Ab- 
dallah was.appointed to an office of ftate under Zemaun Shah, 
king of Cabul; and Sabat left hint there, and proceeded ona 
tour through Tartary. : 

“ While Abdallah remained at Cabul, he was converted to the 
chriftian faith by the perufal of a Bible (as is fuppofed) belonging 
to a.chriftian from Armenia, then refiding at Cabul.* In the ma- 
hometan ftates, it is death for a man of rank to become a chriftian. 
Abdallah endeavoured for a time to conceal his converfion, but find- 


* The Armenian christians in Persia have among them a few copies of 
the Arabic Bible. 
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them fellowfhip as a church of Chrift. Since that time, the Lord 
has blefled them with additions, until they are now about forty in 
number, and the work ftill continues among them. The fecond 
Lord’s day in O&ober, I preached at Phelps, in a large fchool- 
houfe, which was built for the purpofe of meeting as well as {chool. 
But fo many people attended that they could not more than one half 
get into the houfe. The opportunity appeared exceedingly folemn 
and important. After fermon, we repaired to the water, finging 
one of Zion’s fongs. Here ten precious fouls followed the blefled 
Redeemer into his watery tomb. This was atime which I truft 
will long be remembered. Nine of thefe candidates were young 
people. When going forward, fome of them in a very affeétionate 
manner would bid their youthful companions farewell! Others 
with melting words and flowing tears would invite their mates to 
come and go withthem. Many of the affembly were overwhelmed 


‘in tears. ‘The whole fcene appeared to be graced with a divine 


folemnity. Joy lighted up in the countenances of the faints; 
while finners trembled, as if the judgment day were approaching. 

This work has appeared to be rational and folid ; ang although 
conviction in general has been very folemn and pungent’; yet little 
or no irregularity or confufion has attended. The joys of fuch as 
have experienced pardoning grace have generally been calm and 
folid. The work ftill continues, and appears to fpread. May the 
Lord extend it to the earth’s remoteft bounds. 

But I muft conclude, with fubfcribing myfelf your unworthy 


brother in gofpel bonds, 
DAVID IRISH. 


P. S. I expeé& to fet out in a few days again, if the Lord will ; 
the harveft truly is great and the labourers are few. 


——: >: aa 


“THE STAR IN THE EAST. 


A Sermon preached in the parifb church of St. Fames, Briflol, on Sun- 
day, Feb. 26, 1809, for the benefit of the ** Society for Miffions to 
sg the aft.” By the Reve Claudius Buchanan, 11. pv. from 
India.” 


We have perufed this very judicious and evangelical difcourfe 
with uncommon intereft and fatisfaction. It is impoffible, we 
think, for a chriftian to read it, without feeling his heart affected, 
and his faith ftrengthened. From a difcourfe fo interefting in all 
its parts, it is difficult to make a judicious fele@tion. We can how- 
ever at this time only lay the following extract before our readers. 
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After having proved by a fair ftatement of faéts, that there are 
evidences of the general truth of the chriftian religion, exifting in 
the eaft,””? and having confidered the fuccefs which has attended 
the efforts of chriftians of different denominations, to fpread the 
gofpel of falvation in thofe regions where truth was but darkly fen, 
the doétor proceeds as follows : 


“ Thus far we have fpoken of the fuccefs of the gofpel in Afia, by 
means of European preachers. But we fhall now exhibit to you evi- 
dence from another fource, from a new and unexpeéted quarter. We 
are now to declare what has been done, independently of our exer- 
tions, and in regions where we have no labourers, and no accefs. 
And t‘iis I do to fhow you, that whether we affift in the work or 
not, it is God’s will that it /bould begin. You have hitherto been 
contemplating the light in India. We are now to announce to 
you, that a light hath appeared in Arabia, and dawned, as it were, 
on the temple of Mecca itfelf. 

“Two Mahometans of Arabia, perfons of confideration in their 
‘own country, have been lately converted to the chriftian faith. 
One of them has already fuffered martyrdom, and the other is 
now engaged in tranflating the f{criptures, and in concerting plans 
for the converfion of his countrymen. The name of the martyr 
was Abdallah ; and the name of the other, who is now tranflating 
the fcriptures, is Sabat; or, as he is called fince his chriftian 
baptifm, Nathaniel Sabat. Sabat refided in my houfe fome time 
before I left India, and I had from his own mouth the chief part of 
the account which I fhall now give to you. Some particulars I 
had from others. His converfion took place after the martyrdom 
of Abdallah, “ to whofe death he was confenting ;” and he related 
the circumftances to me with many tears. | 

“« Abdallah and Sabat were intimate friends, and being young 
men of family in Arabia, they agreed to travel together, and to vifit 
foreign countries. They were both zealous mahometans. Sabat 
is fon of Ibrahim Sabat, a noble family of the line of Beni-Sabat, 
who trace their pedigree to Mahomet. The two friends left Ara- 
bia, after paying their adorations at the tomb of their prophet at 
Mecca, and travelled through Perfia, and thence to Cabul. _ Ab- 
dallah was.appointed to an office of ftate under Zemaun Shah, 
king of Cabul; and Sabat left hini- there, and proceeded ona 
tour through Tartary. 

“ While Abdallah remained at Cabul, he was converted to the 
chriftian faith by the perufal of a Bible (as is fuppofed) belonging 
to a.chriftian from Armenia, then refiding at Cabul.* In the ma- 
hometan ftates, it is death for a man of rank to become a chriftian. 
Abdallah endeavoured for a time to conceal his converfion, but find- 


* The Armenian christians in Persia have among them a few copies of 
the Arabic Bible. 
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ing it no longer poilible, he determined to flee to fome of the chrif- 
tian churches near the Cafpian Sea. He accordingly left Cabul in 
difguife, and had gained the great city of Bochara, in Tartary, 
when he was met in the ftreets of that city by his friend Sabat, 
who immediately recognifed him. Sabat had heard of his conver- 
fion\and flight, and was filled with indignation at his conduct. 
Abdallah knew his danger, and threw himfelf at the feet of Sabat. 
He confeffed that he was a chriftian, and implored him, by the fa- 
cred tie of their former friendfhip, to let him efcape with his life. 
“* But, Sir,” faid Sabat, when relating the flory himfelf, * 1 had no 
pity. Icaufed my fervants to feize him, and I delivered him up 
to Morad Shah, king of Bochara. He was fentenced to die, and 
a herald went through the city of Bochara, announcing the time 
of his execution. An immenfe multitude attended, and the chief 
men of the city. Ialfo went and ftood near to Abdallah. He 
was offered his life, if he would abjure Chrift, the executioner 
ftanding by him with his fword in his hand. ‘No,’ faid he, (as if 
the propofition were impoflible to be complied with) * I cannot ab- 
jure Chrift.? Then one of his hands was cut off at the wrift. 
He ftood firm, his arm hanging by his fide with but little motion. 
A phyfician, by defire of the king, offered to heal the wound if he 
would recant. He made no anfwer, but looked up fteadfaftly to- 
wards heaven, like Stephen the firft martyr, his eyes ftreaming 
with tears. He did not look with anger towards me. He looked 
at me, but it was benignly, and with the countenance of forgive- - 
nefs. His other hand was then cut off. But, Sir,” faid Sabat, in 
his imperfeé& Engtith, “he never changed, he never changed. And 
when he bowed his head to receive the blow of deathy all Bochara 
feemed to fay, ‘ What new thing is this ? ” 

‘‘ Sabathad indulged the hope that Abdallah would have recanted 
when he was offered his life ; but when he faw that his friend was 
dead, he refigned himfelf to grief andremorfe. He travelled from 
place to place, feeking reft, and finding none. At laft he thought 
that he would vifit India. He accordingly came to Madras about 
five years ago. Soon after his arrival, he was appointed by the 
Englith government a Mufti, or expounder of mahometan law ; 
his great learning and refpectable ftation in his cwn country ren- 
dering him’eminently qualified for that office. And now the pe- 
riod of his own converfion drew near. While he was at Vifaga- 
patam, in the Northern Circars, exercifing his profeflional duties, 
Providence' brought in his way a New Teftament in Arabic.* He 
read it with deepthought, the Koran'lying before him. He com- 
pared them together, and at length the truth of the word of God 
fell ‘On his mind, as he expreffed it, like a flood of light. Soon af- 
terwards he proceeded to Madras, a journey of 300 miles, to feek 





* One of those copies sent to India by the ‘‘ Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge.” 
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chriftian baptifm; and having madea public confeffion of: his 
faith, he was baptized by the Rev. Dr. Kerr, in the Englifh church 
at that place, by the name of Nathaniel, in the twenty feventh 
year of his age. | 

“ Being now defirous to devote his future life to the glory of 
God, he refigned his fecular employ, and came by invitation to 
Bengal, where he is now engaged in tranflating the fcriptures into 
the Perfian language. ‘This work hath not hitherto been executed, 
for want of a tranflator of fufficient ability. The Perfian is an im- 
portant language in the Eaft, being the general language of Weft- 
ern Afia, particularly among the higher clafles, and is underftood 
from Calcutta to Damafcus. But the great work which occupies 
the attention of this noble Arabian, is the promulgation of the 
gofpel among his own countrymen; and from the prefent flu€tua- 
tions of religious opinion in Arabia, he is fanguine in his hopes of 
fuccefs. His firft work is entitled, (Neama Befharatin lil Arabi) 
“ Happy News for Arabia ;” written inthe Nabuttee, or common 
diale&t of the country. It contains an eloquent and a:gumen- 
tative elucidation of the truth of the gofpel, with copious 
authorities admitted by the mahometans themfelves, and par- 
ticularly by the Wahabians. And, prefixed to it, is an account of 
the converfion of the author, and an appeal to the membeis of his 
well-known family in Arabia, for the truth of the faéts.* 

“ The following circumftance in the hiftory of Sabat ought not 
to have been omitted. When his family in Arabia had heard that 
he had followed the example of Abdallah, and become a chriftian, 
they difpatched his brother to India (a voyage of two months) to 
aflailinate him. While Sabat was fitting in his houfe at Vifaga- 
patam, his brother prefented himfelf in the difgnife of a Faqueer, 
or beggar, having a dagger concealed under his mantle. He 
rufhed on Sabat, and wounded him. But Sabat feized his arm, 
and his fervants came to his afliftance. He then recognifed his 
brother. The affaflin would have become the victim of public juf- 
tice, but Sabat interceded for his brother, and fént him home in 
peace, with letters and prefents, to his mother’s houfe in Arabia. 

“‘ And thefe, my brethren, are the inftances I wiflted to lay before 
you, of the divine power of the chriftian religion recently exem- 


* Sabat is now at Dinapore, in Bengal, with the Rev. Mr. Martyn, Fel. 
low of St. John’s College, Cambridge, Chaplain to the East-India Com- 
pany, who is well qualified, by his knowledge of the Afabic and Persian 
languages, to superintend his labours. Mirza Fitrut, :mother celebrated 
Persian scholar, who visited England some-years ago, as engaged as the 
coadjutor of Sabat in his translation. Mr. Martyn hingself is translating 
the scriptures into the Hindcstaflee language. Sabat, scion after his arrival. 
in Bengal, visited the Baptist missionaries at Serampore, and remained 
there for two months and a half, that is, from August to October, 1807. 
Ever since that period he has been at Dinapore. Mri Martyn, in his lat- 
est letters, speaks of his friend Sabat in terms of affegtion and admiration. 
Sabat accounted himself, at one time, the best matherpatician and logician 
in Arabia. Mr. Martyn was senior Wrangler'in njathematics at Cam- 
bridge, in the year 1801. 
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plified in the eaft. The converfions of Abdallah and Sabat feem 
to have been as evidently produced by the Spirit of God, as any 
converfion in the primitive church. Other inftances have occur- 
red in Arabia of a fimilar kind, and on the very borders of Pal- 
eftine itfelf. Thefe are like the folitary notices which, in other 
nations, have announced the approach of general illumination. 
John Hufs, and Jerom of Prague, were not, perhaps, more talked 
of in Europe, than Abdallah and Sabat are, at this day, in Bucha- 
ria and Arabia.” 


bP ae 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION AT NEWPORT, NOVA- 
SCOTIA. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. W. Delaney, to 
the Editor, dated April 4th, 1808. 


Rev. Sir, 


I HAVE long contemplated writing to you, to inform you of 
the profperity of the Redeemer’s kingdom in this place. But my 
inability and unworthinefs, together with my_being a ftranger to 
your perfon, have caufed me to defer it for fome time. But be- 
lieving that the caufe of God is prized by you above all other 
things, I lay afide my fcruples, and attempt to fend you fome par- 
ticulars refpecting myfelf and the caufe I have embarked in. 

I came to this place from the province of New Brunfwick, in 
July, 1806, as a Baptift preacher; (but not ordained,) and at 
the defire of the church, which confifted then of fifteen mem- 
bers, rhale and female, I laboured among them for 3 months. 
At the end of this term, they gave mea call to preach among 
them one year. This invitation I accepted, and in December fol- 
lowing, moved with my family to this place, and commenced my 
labours. Great attention was paid to the word preached, and 
folemtn inquiries made by many concerning the way of falvation. 
The church was refrefhed; and fome others profefléd to be re- 
newed in the fpirit of their minds. Several of thefe were baptized 
by elders from filter churches. 

Thus matters continued until the middle of the October follow- 
ing, (1807) when the work of the Lord broke out in a very 
wonderful manner. The power and prefence of God by his Spirit 
were manifefted among the people, in the conviction and con- 
verlion of numbers of poor finners. Deferters from the caufe were 
brought back again to the Lord, with fongs of joy, while the old 
faints could rejoice with joy unfpeakable and full of glory. 

The church now manifefted a defire to have me fet apart as 
theirs paftor: To which I confented, and they accordingly called a 
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conncil from the neighbouring churches, who met at the meeting 
houfe in this town on the 2d of Dec. laft. And after the neceflary 
examination and arrangements were made, the following minifters 
' proceeded in the ordination; viz. Rev. John Burton of Halifax, 
Rev. Jofeph Dimock of Chefter, Rev. Theodore Harding of Hor- 
ton, Rev. J. Crandall from New Brunfwick, and Rev. Edward 
Manning,—did in the name of God and of his church fet me apart 
by folemn prayer, and the impofition of hands. 

The work of God ftill appeared to be going on rapidly, and fin- 
ners were daily brought to fall at the feet of Chrift. As foon as 
they, and the church were fatisfied ‘of ‘their faith in Chrift, they 
were immediately baptized on a profeffion by faith. Not a fingle . 
inftance of any, who were judged proper fubjects, wifhing to delay 
their obedience to Jefus in his holy ordinances. And I can truly 
fay, it appeared to be a folemn and affecting fight, to fee thefe 
new born heirs of glory, thus treading in the footlteps of the great 
Captain of their falvation. The work is ftill fpreading in this and 
a neighbouring town, called Rawdon ;. and I expeét fhortly a num- 
ber more will be added to the church, of fuch as we hope fhall be 
faved. ‘There have been, fince the reformation began, 56 perfons 
baptized, and 5 received that were baptized before. Thefe all 
appear to walk as brethren ; and as touching the order of God’s 
houfe, they all {peak the fame things. We have been vifited a few 
weeks fince, by a Mr. Ifaac Cafe, miffionary from the States. I 
believe his vifit was profitable amongft us, and excited in the hearts 
of many, thankfulnefs to God, and love to thofe who had fent his 
dear fervant thisway. We pray the great Lord of the harveft, to 
reward them for their pious labours in attempting to promote his 
caufe. We have alfo been vifited by elder Hale, another of your 
miffionaries, whofe labours of love were refrefhing to Zion, and 
bleft, I hope, to poor finners. ‘ 

I think, Sir, my earneft prayer is, that God would caufe the 
wildernefs of Nova Scotia to bloffom as the rofe, and I believe it 
will in his own due time: For the times of refrefbing are coming from 
the prefence of the Lord. My prayer is, that God would keep me 
in the duft at his feet, with much humility, with much love and 
zeal for his honour and glory, and at laft enable me, through 
grace, to win the day. if: 

But I muft now conclude, with only adding my prayers, that 
you may be fpared as a long and rich bleffing to the church of 
Chrift, and at lat when the chief Shepherd fliall appear, receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth notaway. .¥ © 


I beg leave, Rev, Sir, with much refpest, to fubferibe yours, &c. 
| WILLIAM DELANEY. 








Brief Outlines of a Difcourfe. 


Comfnunicated for the Magazine. 


BRIEF OUTLINES OF A DISCOURSE. 
By the late Rev. Mr. Berridge. 


‘© YE ARE OUR EPISTLE,” 


THIS was the language of the great apoftle Paul (who in his 
own eyes was lefs than the leaft of all faints) in an addrefs to the 
Corinthian church, the members of which had been fome of the 
molt abandoned characters. And to whatever place the apoftle 
went, where letters of commendation were required of the vifitiag 
minilters, he pointed to thofe confpicuous converts who were living 
epiftles, and fo eminent as to be “ known and read of all men.” 
The change in them was fo great as to render it evident to every 
one. The drunkards were become fober ; the difhoneft, juft ; the 
mifer, liberal ; the prodigal, frugal; the libertine, chafte ; and the 
proud, humble. To thefe the apoltle appealed, for himfelf and 
fellow labourers, as letters of commendation, who were living 
epiftles at Corinth, and as lights in the world. 

In an epiftle, there muft be paper or parchment, a pen, ink, a 
writer, and fomewhat written. 

1. The paper ot parchment, we may ccnfider, in thefe divine 
epiftles, as the human heart, which, fome people fay, is as clean as a 
white fheet of paper. But if it be fo on one fide, it is as black as 
fin can make it onthe other. It may appear clean like a whited 
fepulchre without ; but it is full of all uncleannefs and defilement 
within. 

2. The pen may well be compared to the miniflers of the gofpel 
who are uféed in thofe hving epiftles as fuch ; and many of them 
are willing to acknowledge themfelves very bad pens, fearcely fit 
to write with, or any way to be employed in fo great a work. 

It feems they have beef trying for many years to make good 
pens at the univerfities. But after all the ingénuity and pains tak- 
en, the pens which are made there, are good for nothing till God has © 
nibbed them. When they. are made, it is well known the beft of pens 
want mending. || find that the poor old one that has been in ufe 
now for a long while, afd is yet employed in fcribbling, needs to 
be mended two or three timesin a fermon. : 

3. The ink ufedimthele divine epiftles, 1 compare to the influences 
of divine grace upon the heart ; and this flows freely from the pen 
when it has a good:fipply.from the fountain head, which we con- 
ftantly ftandin need of. But fometimes you perceive the pen 
is exhaufted, and almoft dry. Whenever any of you find it fo, 
either at Tabernacle, Se Anne’s, or Pocceilinm Court chapel, and 
are ready to fay, “ O what a poor creature this is! 1 could preach 
as well myfelf ;” ‘(that'miay be true: but inftead of thefe fad com- 
plaints) lift up your hearts in prayer for the poor pen, and fay, 
** Lord, give him a little-more ink.’? 
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But if a pen is well made and quite fit for ufe, it cannot move of 
itfelf ; there muft be an agent to put it in motion, &e. 

The writer of thefe glorious and living epiftles is the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. Some people talk about, and are very curious in, fine 
writing. But there is fomething in the penmanthip of thefe epiftles,. 
which exceeds all that was ever written in the world. For as the 
Lord Jefus Chrift fpake, fo he writes as never man {poke or wrote. 
One fuperior excellence in thefe epiftles is, that they are all fo plain 
and intelligible,.as to be known and read of all men: and the 
ftrokes will never be obliterated. 

As pens cannot move of themfelves, fo we profefs, when we 
take on us the facred character, to be moved thereunto by the holy 
Spirit. Nor can we move, to any good purpofe, without his divine 
affiftance. 

Laftly. In all epiftles, there muft be fomewhat written. Many 
things might be faid here ; but I fhall include the divine iferip- 
tions of thefe epiftles in repentance, faith, and holinefs. Repentance 
is written with a broad-nibbed pen, in the old black letter of the daw, 
at the foot of Mount Sinai. Faith is written with a crow-guall pen, 
in fine and gentle ftrokes, at the foot of Mount Calvary. Holinefs 
is gradually and progreflively written :. and when this charaéter 
ts completely infcribed, the epiftle is finifhed and fent to glory. 

Evan. Mag. 


——=ap ' GD : ae 


REMARKABLE REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN THE 
TOWN OF FALMOUTH, (MASS.) 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Bates to the 
Editor, dated Barnftable, Auguft 14th, 1809. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 


WITH pleafure I embrace this opportunity to give you, agreea- 
bly to your requeft and my promife, a concife ftatement of the 
triumphs of Prince lmmanuel in this region. 

On Monday, April 24th, by the requeft of a number of the in- 
habitants of Falmouth, | vifited that town with::a view to en- 
deavour.to..preach the gofpel. There had been, during the 
winter, an uncommon attention to the things of religion ; and, in 
different parts of the town, feveral were hopefully converted by the | 
inftrumentality of the Methodifts, and others who vifited the town 
occafionally : but appeared greatly to increafe. towards the latter 
part of April. 

The evening I arrived in Falmouth, we held a meeting in the 
fchool houfe. The next morning we had a prayer meeting, and 
in the afternoon a meeting was appointed in the meeting: houfe, 
when I difcourfed from Joel ii. 1, Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and 
Ce 
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found at alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land 
tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, it is nigh at hand. Wt wasa 
very folemn feafon. Many began to tremble, and feemed to believe 
that the day of the Lord was at hand; that they mult come to 
judgment; and, without an interelt in Chrift, be excluded from 
the kingdom of God. 

We hield three meetings a day, or rather I may fay, we had 
meetings all the time. Thurfday morning two perfons were 
brought as we had reafon to believe to the knowledge of the truth. 
A-young man, who experienced deliverance, came forward in the 
morning meeting, and told what great things the Lord had done 
for his foul. . The relation of his experience, being fomething new 
and unprecedented, made a folemn and lafting impreffion on the 
minds of the young people. Some congregational profeffors be- 
longing to Mr. Lincoln’s church began as well as others to inquire 
the way to Zion, and declared openly, that they were ftrangers to 
evangelical conviction for fin; and, confequently, in the gall of 
bitternefs, and bond of iniquity. Indeed it appeared like the day of 
Pentecoft. The people believed that Jefus of Nazareth was pafling 
by, and it was their language, “ We would fee Jefus.” 

Friday evening 1 tried to difcourfe from the fruitlefs fig-trec, 
Luke xii. 7, 8,9. This was a very powerful feafon. There were 
gteat fearchings of heart, and the word was like < fire and a ham- 
mer which break the rock in pieces.. Many profeflors were con- 
vinced of their barren ftate, while they profefled to be in the vine- 
yard. of the Lord. One perfon in. particular, who had been a 
fafhionable, refpectable profeffor of religion for a number of years, 
was brought to difcover her true ftanding, and to inquire the way 
to Jefus. After meeting I vifited, converfed, and prayed with and 
for her. She appeared to defpair of éver finding relief, and con- 
cluded fhe muft be cut down as a comberer of the ground. She 
was afked what induced her to make a profeflion of religion; to 
which fhe replied, ** I was taught that it was my duty to come up 
tothe ordinances, but oh! I was never fenfible of the depravity of 
my heart, but when this dostrine appeared to be according to truth, 
I then concluded I knew nothing of m by experience ; but have 
been. like the -barren fig-tree, and my Lord has fought fruit but 
found none theteon.” I committed her cafe to Him who is able 
and willing to:fave to the uttermolt. The next morning fhe was 
brought to bow to the fceptre of fovereign mercy, and is now re- 
joicing im the truth as it is in Jefas with her houfehold ; ber com- 
panion and three children have been buried with Chrift by baptifm, 
and are now walking in newnefs of life. 

Saturday morning we met again to wait upon the Lord; and, 
as | expefted to,returh home, to bid farewell to the young converts, 
and pray with thofe who were diftreffed in their minds. When 
the meeting was difmiffed, I mentioned to the people, if there were 
prefent any perfons who defited an imtereft in the prayers of the 
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chriftians in Barnfable, if they would make it manifeft, I wonld 
take their names. 1 kad no fooner propofed it, than an aged lady, 
a profeffor of religion, came forward and fell upon her knees, be- 
feeching me to pray for her and her family ; alfo, another perfon, 
that was propounded a few Sabbaths before, exclaimed, “ Blefled be 
God, that he fent you here to warn me of my danger be- 
fore I had joined the church!” Sixty more befides thefe two, 
earne(tly requefted prayers to be offered in their behalf. When 
thefe ftrange things took place, it appeared, that the Spirit of God 
filled the houfe, The minds of the people were powerfully im- 
prefled, and many cried out, “‘ What fhall we do to be faved?” In 
every part of the houfe prayers were afcending to the throne of 
grace for thefe diltrefled fouls; and as * God 1s rich to all who 
call upon him,” he foon gave us anfwers of peace; for fix perfons; 
before we feparated, were brought to the knowledge of the truth. 
This was evidently the Lord’s doings, and it was marvellous in out 
eyes. 

After meeting, a number of refpectable gentlemen earneftly 
folicited me to tarry with them on Lord’s day ; and, as it appeared 
to be my duty, 1 complied with their requeft. From this time un- 
til I left Falmouth there were fomein every meeting brought ‘to the 
knowledge of the truth. 

1 will take the liberty to mention fome circumftances which oc- 
curred on Tuefday, the day of annual training, no lefs fingular than 
affecting ; as it is a {pecimen of the power and invincible grace of 
God. The two companies of Artillery and Militia were to be 
muftered for examination, &c. as the law requires. This, at this 
folemn feafon of awakening, was a difagreeable and painful thi 
to the officers as well as private foldiers. But to obviate this 
difficulty, captain J. who commanded the Artillery, requefted that 
prayers might be offered with and for them. Accordingly, at 12 
o’clock the company and officers aflembled in the meeting houfe ; 
and, after a fhort addrefs by the Rev. Mr. L. they kneeled before 
God in the aifle. The fcene was truly folemn and affe&ing. When 
called upon to addrefs the throne of grace in their behalf, I 
could not help pleading with the God of armies, that he would 
not only make them faithful foldiers in the caufe of their country, 
but likewife good foldiers of Jefus Chrift; and that, being clothed 
with the whole armour of God, they might be able to repel the 
fiery darts of Abaddon, the king of the bottomlefs pit. 

Immediately after the company of Artillery withdrew, a captain 
L. requelted his fellow foldiers of the Militia, who like himfelf were 
concerted for their fouls, to come forward, and manifeft it, and de- 
fire prayers. Upon which, about eighty of the militia came into 
the aifle ; and, falling upon their knees, defired prayers to be of- 
fered to the God of all grace, that he would fave them with an 
‘ everlafting falvation. 
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It certainly was affecting to fee the firft characters in the town 
upon their knees, at almolt every meeting, requefting prayers for 
themfelves and their families; and more than twenty profeffors 
declaring they were never born again, and when they joined the 
church, it was not inquired, if they had paffed from death to life. 

I will mention one more inftance of converfion, which equally 
fhows the fovereignty as well as the power and glory of divine 
grace. A profeffional gentleman, who had not been very friend- 
ly to reformations, nor reformation preachers, particularly Ca/vi- 
nifis, (as they are called) had a ftrong inclination to attend a 
morning meeting. He {trove fome time to erafe the impreflion, 
as on that morning it appeared inconvenient to attend. However, 
by the-continuance and weight of the impreflion, he was conftrain- 
ed to go. Said he, in relating his experience, “ When going to 
meeting | went as inattentively as ufual ; nothing in particular 
imprefled my mind, only to go: but the moment I ftepped over 
the threfhold of the door, fomething ftruck me as if a dagger had 
entered my heart; and it was with much difficulty I walked to 
my pew. I heard no perfon {peak, nor faw any one but the minifters 
in the deacon’s feat.” The next morning he came into the meeting 
houfe, and exclaimed, in the prefence of the congregation, “ I blefs 
God that Iam notin eternity.” In the evening his foul was fet at 
liberty; a ftronger than the ftrong man armed took pofleffion of 
his heart, and he is now rejoicing in Chrift Jefus, having no confi- 
dence in the flefh. Many inftances of this kind might be mentioned, 
would the limits of this letter permit, for we are cornpaffed about- 
with a great cloud of witnefles, who afcribe the glory of their falva- 
tion to free, fovereign, diftinguifhing grace. 

I {pent ten days in Falmouth, attended thirty meetings, about a 
hundred and fifty were under conviétion for fin, and twenty one 
were hopefully brought to rejoice in Him whom God fent to 
blefs us, in turning us away from our iniquities. 

Monday, May 8th, I vifited Falmouth again. On Wednefday, 
3 o’clock, P. M. about four hundred people being aflembled at the 
water fide, to fee fome perfons buried with Chrift by baptifm, the 
exercifes were introduced and condutted in the following manner ; 
firft read the viii. chap. of Aéts, from the 26 to the 4oth ver. 
inclufive. I then looked to God for affiftance by prayer; after 
which, delivered, a diicourfe founded on Eph. iv. 5. One Baptifm. 
We then went down into the water, both the candidate and admin- 
istrator, and after the candidates were baptized, we came up out 
of the water : I gave them the right hand of fellowfhip : We fung 
an hvmn, and returned thanks to God, that we were born to be 
born again, and then pronounced the benediction. Every part of 
the fervice was carried on with the greateft folemnity : the fpec- 
tators were exceedingly folemn and attentive, and the difciples of 
the bleffed Jefus, then prefent, could fay, “ It is good tobe here.” 
This being the firft time that the ordinance of baptifm was ever 
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admini(tered in this town, in the primitive mode, it made a folemn 
impreflion on the minds of the people, and almoft every perfon 
acknowledged, that it was agreeable to the practice of Chrift and 
his apoftles. 

I have vifited Falmouth feveral times fince the reformation be- 
gan, and have baptized twelve perfons, who have feparated them- 
telves from the world, and appear to find wifdom’s ways pleafant. 
A goodly number more will in all probability foon follow the 
Lord Jefus in this way of his own appointing. The greater part 
of thofe who have experienced religion in this reformation, have 
not as yet joined any denomination; but appear to be haltin 
between feveral opinions. May the Lord direé& them into all 
truth ; and may they find by happy experience, that the willing and | 
the obedient fhall eat the good of the land. The greater part of the 
young converts are well eltablifhed in the doétrine of Chrift ; and 
confider the everlafting love of God, the only foundation for their 
happinefs in this, as well as in the world to come. I think, at the 
leaft calculation, that about an hundred and fifty have experienced 
the truth in this revival. Among this number we may clafs fome 
of the molt refpe¢table characters in the town. 

Several minifters of different denominations have vifited Fal- 
mouth during the revival, and the labours of fome of them have 
been blefled. But thofe, who were ready to call fire to come 
down from heaven to confume thofe that differ from them, have 
found their fleece to be dry ; while the humble fervants of Jefus 
were abundantly bleffed in their labours. Our young brother 
B is now labouring there in word and doétrine ; may God 
make him a bleffing to the people, and his coming be as the com- 
ing of Titus. | 

There is a glorious work going on at Martha’s Vineyard ; fev- 
eral have been brought out of darknefs into marvellous light. I 
expect to vifit that place foon, and hope to communicate from 
brother Sampfon a particular account of -the work. At 
Nantucket alfo, there is great attention to the things of relig- 
ion ; and it is thought a gofpel living preacher would find good 
encouragement on that ifiand. 

I mutt clofe my letter, by fubfcribing myfelf your friend and 
fellow labourer, in the kingdom and patience of our Lord Jefus 


Chrift. BARNABAS BATES. 





P.S. Since writing tle foregoing account this morning, re- 
f{pecting the revival at Martha’s Vineyard, I have feen and con- 
verfed with Dr. Trafk, a brother belonging to the Baptift church 
at Tifbury, who gave me a more particular account of the revival 
on that ifland. 

There are three towns on the ifland, viz. Tifbury, Chilmark, and 
Edgartown ; alfo a place called Gay-head, where there is an In-) 
dian Baptift church. | 
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About two months ago, the work fir began in Tifbury, where 
there is ftill great attention to the things of religion. Numbers are 
inquiring what they {hall do to be faved ; and fome, even thofe who 
at firlt were the greateft oppofers, are now inquiring the way to 
Zion. It is fuppofed that within a few weeks in the {mall village, 
called Holmes’s Hole, fifteen or more have been brought out of 
darknefs into marvellous light; and every day fome finuers have 
a new fong put into their mouths, even praife to our God. Six 
perfons were baptized laft Lord’s day. In the congregational fo- 
ciety there is alfo a good work going on. 

In Chilmark King Jefus 1s riding in majelly from conquering 
to conquer; the people are roufed from their ftupor, and many 
have found Jefus to be exceedingly precious to their fouls, even 
the one altogether lovely, and the chief among ten thoufand. 

At Gay-head the Indians appear to be much engaged to fecure 
an intereft in the Son of God, for they find themfelves to be in 
the gall of bitternefs and bond of iniquity. 

Something very fingular has alfo taken place in Edgartown. A 
young lad who has lately experienced the love of God in his heart, 
was in company with fome lads of his age that made ufe of pro- 
fane language, for which he reproved them, and exhorted them 
to repent of their fins, and receive Chrift as their Saviour. This 
fo affected them, that numbers of the children flocked to hear him 
converfe. .When their parents heard of this, their curiofity excit- 
ed them to fend for the lad to hear him converfe and pray, which 
fo alarmed the people of their danger, that a meeting was held ia 
the court-houfe to hear this young lad converfe upon the things of 
religion. Several are hopefully converted, and it is believed the 
work is fpreading rapidly and powerfully. In fine, there never 
was {ych a time known on the ifland, for almoft all are awakened 
to a fenfe of their need of a Saviobr. 


uae 3-3 ED i -: oo 


To the Editor of the Mass. Bap. Miss. Magazine. 
Sir, 

As feafons of focial prayer form much of the pleafing and profitable exer - 
cife of the children of God, it is rendering a fervice to the church, to 
Suggeft Such improvements in the manner of condu@ing them, as may tend 
to heighten this pleafure. If you think the following remarks of the 

_ Rev. Fohn Newton calculated to promote this objef, you will pleafe to 
infert them in your ufeful publication. 


' THOUGHTS ON THE EXERCISE OF SOCIAL PRAYER. 


IT is much to be defired, that our hearts might be fo affected 
with a fenfe of divine things, and-fo clofely engaged when we are 
worfhipping God, that it might not be in the power of little cir- 
cumflances to interrupt and perplex us, and to make us think the fer- 
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vice wearifome, and the time which we employ init tedious. But as 
our infirmities are many and great, and the enemy of our fouls is 
watchful to difcompofe us, if care is not taken by thofe who lead 
in focial prayer, the exercife which is approved by the judgment, 
may become a burden, and an occafion of fin. Complaints of this 
kind are frequent, and might perhaps be eafily rectified, if the per- 
fons chiefly concerned were fpoken to in love. But as they are 
ufually the laft who hear of it, it may perhaps be of fervice to 
communicate a few remarks on a fubjet of fuch general concern. 

The chief fault of fome good prayers is, that they are too long ; 
not that I think we fhould pray by the clock, and limit ourfelves 
precifely to acertain number of minutes; but it is better of the two, 
that the hearers fhould wifh the prayer had been longer, than fpend 
half or aconfiderable part of the time im wifhing it was over. 
This is frequently owing to an unneceflary enlargement upon ev- 
ery circumftance that offers, as well as to the repetition of the 
fame thing. If we have been copious in pleading for fpiritual 
bleffings, it may be beft to be brief and fummary in the article of 
interceflion for others; or if the frame of our fpirits, or the cir- 
cumftances of affairs, lead us to be more large and particular in 
laying the cafes of others before the Lord, refpe& fhould be had 
to this imtention in the former part of the prayer. There are 
doubtlefs feafons when the Lord is pleafed to favour thofe who 
pray with a peculiar liberty ; they fpeak becaufe they feel; they 
have a wreftling fpirit, and hardly know how to leave off. When 
this is the cafe, they who join with them are feldom wearied, 
though the prayer fhould be protracted fumething beyond the 
ufual limits. But I believe it fometimes happens, both in praying 
and in preaching, that we are apt to {pin out our time to the great- 
eft length, when we have in reality the leaft to fay. Long pray- 
ers fhould in general be avoided, efpecially where feveral perfous 
are to pray fucceflively ; or elfe even fpiritual hearers will be una- 
ble to keep up their attention. -And here I would juft notice an 
impropriety we fornetimes meet with, that when a perfon gives ex- 
pectation that he is juft going to conclude his prayer, fomeching 
not thought of in its proper place occurring that inftant to his 
mind, leads him as it were to begin again. but unlefs itis a 
matter of fingular importance, it would be better omitted for that 
time. 

The prayers of fome good men are more like preaching than 
praying: They rather exprefs the Lord’s mind to the people, than 
the defires of the people to the Lord. Indeed this can hardly be 
called prayer. It might in another place ftand for part of a good 
fermon ; but will afford little help to thofe who defire to pray 
with their hearts. Prayer fhould be fententious, and made up of 
breathing to the Lord, either of confeflion, petition, or praife. It 
fhould be, nét only {criptural and evangelical, but experimental, 
a fimple and unftudied expreflion of the wants and feelings of the 
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foul. It will be fo if the heart is lively and affected in the duty; 
it muft be fo if the edification of others is the point in view. 

Several books have been written to affift in the gift and exercife 
of prayer, as by Dr. Watts, and others; and many ufeful hints 
may be borrowed from them; but a too clofe attention-to the 
method and tranfitions therein recommended, gives an air of ftudy 
and formality, and offends againft that fimplicity which is fo ef- 
fentially neceflary to a good prayer, that no degree of acquired 
abilities can compenfate for the want of it. It is poflible to. pray 
mechanically, and by rule ; but it is hardly poffible to do fo with 
acceptance, and benefit to others. When the feveral parts of invo- 
cation, adoration, confeflion, petition, &c. follow each other in a 
tated onder, the hearer’s mind generally goes before the {peaker’s 
voice, and we can form a tolerable conjecture what. is to come 
next. On this account we often find, that unlettered people, who 
have had little or no help from books, or rather have not been fet- 
tered by them, can pray with an unétion and favour in an unpre- 
meditated way, while the prayers of perfons of mucli fuperior 
abilities, perhaps even of, minilters themfelves, are, though accu- 
rate and regular, fo dry and ftarched, that they afford little either 
of pleafure or profit toa fpiritual mind. The fpirit of pfayer is 
the fruit and. token of the fpirit of adoption. The ftudied ad- 
drefles with which fome approach the throne cf grace, remind us 
of a ftranger’s coming toa great man’s door; he knocks and 
waits, fends:in his name, and goes through a courfe of ceremony, 
before he gains admittance ; while a child of the family ufes no 
ceremony at all, but enters freely when he pleafes, becaufe he 
knows he is at home. It is true, we ought always to draw near 
the Lord with great humiliation of fpirit, anda fenfe of our unwor- 
thinefs. But this fpirit is not always beft expreffed, or promoted 
by a pompous enumeration of the names and titles of God with 
whom we have to do, or by fixing in our minds beforehand the 
exact order in which we propofe to arrange the feveral parts of our 
prayer. Some attention to method may be proper, for the pre- 
vention of repetitions; and plain people may be a little defedtive 
in it fometimes ; but this defect will not be half fo tirefome and 
difagreeable as a ftudied and artificial exaétnefs. 

Many, perhaps moft people who pray in public, have fome fa- 
vourite word or expreflion which recurs too oftenin their prayers,and 
is frequently ufed as a mere expletive, having no neceflary connex- 
ion with the fenfe of what they are fpeaking. The moft difagretable 
of thefe is, when the'name of the blefled God, with the addition of 
perhaps one or more epithets, as, Great, Glorious, Holy, Almighty, 
&c. is introduced fo often, and without neceflity, as feems neither 
to indicate a due reverence in the perfon who ufes it, or fuited to 
excite reverence in thofe who hear. I will not fay that this is taking 
the name of God in vain, in the ufual fenfe of the phrafe : it is, 
however, a great impropriety, and fhould be guarded againft.. It 
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would be well if they who ufe redundant expreffions, had a friend 
to give them a caution, as they might with a little care be’ re+ 
trenched ;: and hardly any perfon can be fenfible of the little pecu- 
liarities he may inadvertently adopt, unlefs he is told of it. 

There are feveral things likewife, refpecting the voice and man- 
ner of prayer, which a perfon may with due care correét in him- 
felf, and which, if generally corre&ted, would make meetings for 
prayer more pleafant than they fometimes are. Thefe I fhall mention 
by pairs, as the happy and agreeable way is a medium between 
two inconvenient extremes. 

Very loud {peaking is a fault, when the fize of the place, and the 
number of hearers, do not render it neceflary. The end of fpeak- 
ing is to be- heard: and, when that end is attained, a greater cle- 
vation of the voice is frequently hurtful to the {peaker, and is 
more likely to confufe a hearer, than to fix his attention. Ido not 
deny but allowance muft be made for conftitution, and the warmth 
of the paflions, which difpofe fome perfons to fpeak louder than 
others. Yetfuch will do well to reftrain thémfelves as much as 
they can. It may feem, indeed, to indicate great earneftnefs, 
and that the heart is much affeéted; yet it is often but falfe fire. 
It may be thought {peaking with power; but a perfon who is fa- 
voured with the Lord’s prefence may pray with power in a mod- 
erate voice; and there may be very little power of the Spirit, 
though the voice fhould be heard in the {treet and neighbourhood, 

The other extreme, of fpeaking too low, is not fo frequent ; but 
if we are not heard, we might as well altogether hold our peace. 
It exhaufts the fpirits and wearies the attention, to be liftening for 
a length of time to a very low voice. Some words or fentences 
will be loft, which will render what is heard lefs intelligible and 
agreeable, If the fpeaker can be heard by the perfon fartheft dif- 
tant from him, the reft will hear of courfe. 

The tone of the voice is likewife to be regarded. Some have a 
tone in prayer, fo very different from their ufual way of fpeaking, 
that their neareft friends, if not accuftomed to them, could hardly 
know them by their voice. Sometimes the tone is changed per- 
haps more than once, fo that if our eyes did not give us more cer- 
tain information than our ears, we might think two or three per- 
fons had been {peaking by turns. It is a pity that when we ap- 
prove what is fpoken, we fhould be fo eafily difconcerted by an 
awkwardnefs of delivery; yet fo it often is, and probably fo it 
will’ be, in the prefent weak and imperfect ftate of human na- 
ture. It is more to be lamented than wondered at, that fincere 
chriftians are fometimes forced to confefs, “ He is a good man, 
and his prayers, as to their fubftance, are fpiritual and judicious ; 
but there is fomething fo difpleafing in his manner, that [ am al- 
ways uneafy when I hear him.” 

- Contrary to this, and ftill more offenfive, is a cuftom that fome 
have of: talking to the Lord in prayer. It is their natural voice,- 
Dp 
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indeed ; but it is that expreffion of it which they ufe upon the mot 
familiar and trivial occafions. ‘The human voice is capable of fo 
many inflections and variations, that it can adapt itfelf to the dif- 
ferent fenfations of our mind, as joy, forrow, fear, defire, &c, If 
a man was pleading for his life, or exprefling his thanks to the 
king for a pardon, common fenfe and decency would teach him 
a fuitablenefs of manner ; and any one who could not underftand 
his language might know by the found of his words that he was 
not making a bargain, or telling a ftory. How much more, when 
we {peak to the King of kings, fhould the confideration of his glo- 
ry, and our own vilenefs, and of the important concerns we are en- 
gaged.in before him, imprefs us with an air of ferioufnef$ and rev- 
erence, and prevent us from fpeaking to him as if he was: altogeth- 
er fuch a one as ourfelves! The liberty to which we are called 
by the gofpel does not at all encourage fuch a pertnefs and famil- 
jarity as would be unbecoming to ufe towards a fellow-worm, who 
was a little advanced above us it worldly dignity. 

I -fhall be glad if thefe bints may be of any fervice to thofe who 
defire to worfhip God. in fpirit and in truth; and who with that: 
whatever has a tendency to damp the fpirit of devotion, either im 
themielves, or in others, might be avoided. It isa point of delica- 
ey atid difficulty to tell any one what we wifh could be altered in 
his manner of prayer; but it can give no jut effence to afk a 
friend, if he has ever read a certain publication on this interefting 
fubjed. 


“MITE SOCIETY” IN CHARLESTOWN. 


“ Caf thy bread upon the waters, for thou foalt find it after many days.”’ 


TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Sir, 

GOD in his unerring providence has feen fit, very unequally te 
beftow this world’s goods upon man. To one he has given much, 
to another but little ; but we are all ftewards, and cannot, without 
penalty, difpenfe with making the beft ufe of what God has com- 
mitted ro us. No man can call what he poffefles his own ; and as 
God had his own glory in view in creating the world, we may well 
fappofe it ought to be our firft and greateft concern. When we 
realize how many of our fellow creatures are perifhing for lack of 
vifion, we feel conftrained to contribute of our fubftance, for the 
promulgation of the glorious gofpel of Chrift among them, hoping 
it may redound to the glory of God. 

Animated with thefe views, a number of the females in Charlef- 
town, (Mafs.) have formed themfelves into a fociety, called “ The 
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Mite Society,” who engage to pay one cent a week for the purpofe 
of fending miflionaries, who fhall publifh the doétrine of the crofs, 
in new fettlements, and other places where the name cf a Saviour 
is hardly known ; and bleffled be God, he has fent forth labourers 
who are willing to forego all domeftic enjoyments, for the fake of 
preaching Chrift and him crucified to thofe who fit in darknefs. 
‘He has alfo difpofed others to contribute of their fubftance, that 
thefe may go forth to their work. But have we not reafon to fear 
that too many who profefs to be friends to the caufe of Zion, 
Yavith their fubftance upon the perifhable things of time, while they 
negleé the glory of God, and the good of fouls? Who is there that 
cannot “ caft in two mites ?’? God loveth a cheerful giver, and 
though it be but two mites, yet if it is given from a love to Chrift, 
we have our reward. We have colleéted the laft year 70 dols. 
46 cts. which we afk leave to prefent through you to the Baptift 
Miffionary Society for the benefit of that inflitution. 
In behalf of the Mite Society, 
J. SKILTON, Secretary. 


a 


“MITE SOCIETY” IN PROVIDENCE. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO THE REV. DR. BALDWIN. 


Sir, Providence, May 14, 1809. 

‘“‘T AGAIN have the honour of addrefling you, in behalf of 
the ‘Mite Society’ in Providence, requefting you to receive the en- 
clofed fum of 114 dols. 20 cts. for the ufe of the Maflachufetts 
Baptift Miffionary Society. 

“‘ It is our earneft defire that your fociety may flourifh, and that 
you may be guided in all your proceedings by the wifdom of Him 
who cannot err.” 

By order and in behalf of the Society, 
E. PITMAN. 


ANSWiR TO THE MITE ‘SOCIETIES. 
Refpedied Sifters and Friends, 

I AM direéted by the board of truftees, to tender you their 
“fincere thanks for your pious exertions in behalf of this miffionary 
inftitution. Wifhing you individually an intereft in all the bleffings 
of that precious gofpel, which you are fo defirous of having 
preached to the deftitute, I fubfcribe in behalf of the fociety, 

Your friend and humble fervant, 


THO. BALDWIN. 


To Mrs. J. Skilton, and Miss E. Pitman, 7 
Secretaries of the Mite Societies. 
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YEARLY MEETINGS. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Dr. Rogers of Phil- 
adelphia, to the Editor, dated June 6, 18u9. 


ON the firft Lord’s day in May, I attended, at Roxborough, 
what among our people in thefe parts is Ryled a searly meeting. 
Roxborough is about 8 miles from Philadelphia. ‘The feafon was 
a folemn one ; in all the fervices of the day, there appeared pecu- 
liar devotion and impreflive ferionfnefs ; probably fome of the 
election of grace may date their conviction or converfion from 
that day’s exereises. God grant that this may be the cafe ! 
_ On the following Saturday was the commencement of the year- 
ly meeting at Cohaniey in New Jerfey. This continued three days. 
Brother Daniel Dodge of Wilmington and myfelf had to preach 
every day. On Saturday, P. M. 3 perfons were baptized by our 
brother Smalley, the refpectable paftor of Cohanfey church. The 
congregation on Lord’s day confilted of upwards of 2000 attentive 
hearers. The Lord’s fupper was adminiftered to nearly 400 per- 
fons, confifting of the members of that and the neighbouring fifler 
churches. - Although the fervices continued from half paft 10 
o’clock in the morning, till half paft 4 o’clockin the afternoon, 
exclufive of two very fhort intermiffions, yet none of the people 
appeared weary, but anxious for more preaching. On Monday 
the affemblies were nearly, if not quite, as numerous, as on Lord’s 
day. The Lord was evidently then in the midft of his Hoty 
TEMPLE. ‘The attention of all was remarkable ; many tears were 
fhed ; the parting fcenes, at the conclufion of our religious folem- 
nities, were affecting. I cannot but hope, for numbers felt, 
that the Holy Ghoft had or was about defcending on the hearts 
of many of the people, who will have reafon to blefs God through- 
out eternity, for the feafons they enjoyed on this anniverfary occa- 
fion. On the evenings of Lord’s day and Monday, after the ter- 
mination of all the other exercifes, brother Dodge and myfelf, in 
virtue of friendly and affectionate invitations from the Prefbyteri- 
an congregation at Bridgetown, preached in their meeting-houfe 
to large and attentive aflemblies. There were occafionally prefent, 
during the exercifes of the three days, nine minifters : the devo- 
tional duties were introduced by prayer by moft of them, in which 
number, | mention with pleafure the friendly affiftance of the Rev. 
Mr. Ofborn, paftor of the prefbyterian church in Fairfield, Cum- 
berland county, and the Rev. Mr. Davis of the Seventh Day Bap- 
tift church at Shiloh. 


** Among the saints on earth, 

Let mutual love be found ; 

Heirs of the same inheritance, 
With mutual blessings crown’d.” 
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ETHIOPIA STRETCHING OUT HER HAND TO GOD. 


CONSTITUTION OF AN AFRICAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA. 


ON Thurfday afternoon, the 29th of June laft, the Firft African 
Baptift Church of Philadelphia was conftituted in the Firft Baptift 
Meeting Houfe of that city. The exercifes, after a fuitable hymn, 
were introduced by an addrefs on the occafion by the Rev. Dr. 
Rogers. 

A prayer was then offered up for this infant caufe by Rev. Mr. 
-Peckworth, which was fucceeded by another hymn. The queftions 
were propofed to the perfons to be conftituted into a church, by 
the Rev. Dr. Rogers, a lift of their names taken, their church 
covenant called for, read, and fubfcribed by them feverally. All 
their anfwers being fully fatisfactory as to the faith of the gofpel, 
foul experience, the difcipline of God’s houfe, New Teftament 
ordinances, &c. a —, was made of their being a church of 
the Lord Jefus Chriff and the right hand of fellowfhip was ac- 
cordingly given. A hymn was fung. The charge was then de- 
livered by the Rev. Dr. Staughton, founded upon the 1ft Epiftle 
of Timothy, iii. chap. and 15th ver. Concluding prayer by the 
Rev. Dr. Allifon.—Another appropriate hymn and benediction 
clofed the folemnities of the day. 

All the devotional engagements were peculiarly folemn and in- 
terefting. The people of colour conduéted themfelves with great 
propriety, and appeared to be much affected. 

This new church have given a call to the Rev. Mr. Cunning- 
ham, a man of colour, of Savannah, Georgia, to vifit them with a 
view to a fettlement as their paftor, and are alfo taking prudent 
fteps to procure a houfe for public worfhip. Thus is “ Ethiopia 
ftretching out her hands unto God.” And let all who love our 
Zion, of every name and denomination, fay, AMEN. 


> :—: 


THE DOVE. 


THE editor of this work has feen an extract from an anonymous 
publication in a Rutland paper ; and has alfo received a commu- 
nication without either name or date of the fame purport, rela- 
tive to an account publifhed in a former number. The. de- 
fign of both writers, (if there are two,) is to convince the public 
that either the author of the letter, or the editor, has defignedly im- 
pofed onthe ‘public. We think it a duty which we owe ourfelves, 


to fay, that the very refpectable fource from which the information 


was received, together with feveral other concurrent teftimonies, 
left no room to doubt the truth of the facts and circumftances, 
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related. Indeed, the faé, that a dove did fly into the meeting- 
houfe, and lite upon the head of the preacher, as was ftated, is not 
denied. Bat it is faid, that it was a tame dove, belonging to a fam- 
ilysm the neighbourhood, and that “it was known frequently 
to lite on the heads of fuch as were either {peaking or finging,” &c. 
‘Had we known thefe to be faéts, we fhould have deemed the cir- 
cumftance unworthy of notice ; and as meafures are now taking 
‘to afcertain the truth, we fhall, till then, fufpend any further re- 
marks on the fubject. Editor. 


— 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


THE Baptift Miffionary Society in Maffachufetts, held their 
annual meeting on the grft.of May laft, when the following per- 
fons were.elected officers for the year ensuing, viz. 


Tuomas Batpwin, D. dD. Pres. 
Rev. JosernH Cray, Vice Pres. 
Mr. Oriver Horpen, Treas. 
Rev. Witrnam Courier, Sec. 


ATDRUSTBES. 
Rev. Stephen Gano Rev. William Batchelder 
Afa Meffer, v. v. . John Peak 
Jofeph ‘Grafton Dea. John Wait 
‘Elifha Williams Jofiah C. Rainsford 
Lucius Bolles James Loring 
Caleb Blood Thomas Kendall. 


N. B. The officers of the fociety are ex officio trunrss. ue - 
truftees reported to the fociety at the above meeting, a ftatement of 
the expenditures, and receipts of the laft year; and alfo, the 
number of miffionaries now in the employment of the fociety. 
This report was to have been printed in this number, but is 
neceflarily poftponed until our next. — 


oa 


‘A RICH WORLDLING. 


HOW apt many are, ‘at the fight of a rich worldling, to envy 
‘him-for what he bath : ‘But for my part, I rather pity him for 
‘what he wants. He‘hath a talent, but it wants improvement ; he 
‘hath a'‘lamp, but it wants oil ; he hath a foul, but it wants grace; 
‘he hath the ftar, but he wants the fun ; he hath the creature, “but 
he ‘wants the’Creator. oi 
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ORDINATILONS. 


AT the requeft. of a number of baptized’ believers:in. Plymouth, 
a council, compofed of paftors and brethren from feveral churches, 
convened there, July 12, 1809, to give them fellowfhip as a church 
of Chrift. Having examined their fentiments and,order, and be- 
lieving them to be on the foundation of the apoftles and prophets, 
Jefus Chrift himfelf being the chief corner ftone, they were cor- 
dially recognized and fellowfhipped. After which, at the requeft 
of the church, and on examination and approbation of the candi- 
date, the council proceeded to the ordination of Mr. Lewis Nelfon 
to the paftoral care of the church. The fermon was preached by 
Rev. Caleb Blood ; the ordaining: prayer, by Rev. Ebenezer Nel- 
fon; the charge, by Rev. Mr. Blood; right hand of Fellow- 
fhip, by Rev. William Bentley ; concluding prayer, by Rev. Mr. 
Abbot, of Middleborough. The proceedings were harmonious, 
and highly gratifying tathe friends of truth. 

On Wednefday, July 5, 1809, Mr. Bela Jacobs was ordained 
to the work of the gofpel miniftry in the Baptift meeting houfe in 
Somerfet, (Briftol county, Maff.). The fervices were conduéted 
as follows: Introductory prayer by the Rev. Luther Baker of 
Warren; fermon by the Rev. Stephen Gano of Providence; pray- 
er at the laying on of hands by the Rev. Job Borden of Tiver- 
ton ; the charge was delivered by the Rev. Ephraim Sawyer of 
Rehoboth ; the right hand of fellowfhip was given by the Rev. 
Jcfeph Cornel, paftor of the fecond Baptift church in Providence ; 
and the Rev. John Pitman of Providence offered up the conclud- 
ing prayer. The_aflembly was large and attentive, and the in- 
terview folemn and pleafing. , 








Art Chatauque lake, in the fouthweft part of the ftate of New 
York, was ordained, Oc. 11, 1808, elder Edmund Jones to the 
work of an evangelift. Elder P. P. Roots preached from Col. iv. 
17. “And fay to Archippus, take heed to the miniltry which 
thou haft received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.” Elder Joel 
Butler prayed the ordaining prayer, and laid on hands with the 
other minifters prefent. Elder Hezekiah Ealtman gave the charge, 
and elder Joy Handy, the right hand of fellowfhip. 

Art Hinfdale, on the 4th of July laft, was ordained the Rev. 
Abraham Jackfon to the work of the gofpel miniftry. Sermon by 
elder Todd, of Chefterfield; ordaining prayer by elder Hartwell, 
of Sandisfield; charge by elder Smith of Peru; right hand of 
fellowfhip by elder Francis, of Pittsfield; and the concludin 
prayer, by elder Witherill. The feveral parts were performed with 
great freedom and folemnity ; and it is devoutly hoped that the 
interview was attended with a divine blefling, ) 





.POEM 


Ah, happy saint! thy days on earth are past, 
Thy sorrows ended, and thou liv’st to caste 
Such joys as angels never felt, nor can— 
Pleasures reserv’d for lost, redeemed man. 
How low our noblest joys on éarth to thine, 
In mansions blest, where happy spirits shine ; 
Nor our depraved hearts can scarce believe 
What heights of bliss ye ransom’d souls receive. 
For thee to live was Christ ; but oh! thy death 
Was gain indeed—for thee to lose thy breath, 
And lay corruption down, that pond’rous load, 
Which kept so oft thy rising soul from God. 
“In ruins thy fair tabernacle lies, 
Thy better part is flown beyond the skies, 
There to inhabit that blest house above, 
Not made with hands, in realms of boundless love. 
Thither on some kind angel’s wing she flew, 
And bade the pilgrim’s toil on earth gdieu ; 
Life’s dreary wilderness left far behind, 





On the death of Mrs. Sarab Kendall, of Bofton. Written bpa young 
gentleman of Philadelphia, on reading,.in the Magazine, the account of 
her triumphant exit. 


Cross’d Death’s cold stream, and ransom’d millions join’d. 


What glories now of an eternal kind 
Each moment fill her vast, immortal mind ; 
There can her ravish’d eyes more clearly see 
How Christ, the God, a suffering Lamb could be. 
But mortals can’t her wondrous bliss detiae; 
Till they’re undress’d, and climb those hills divine. 
We only taste a little drop below, 2 
While boundless oceans there forever flow. 
Here tedious sleepless nights, and painful days, 
Were spent in struggling with her dire disease. 
Consumption ! dreadful waster of our frame ! 
Did death and glory to her heart proclaim. 
Awhile disconsolate with doubts and fears, 
But soon her Saviour saw, and wip’d her tears ; 
Dispell’d the gloom, and bid her fears depart, 


While gracious whispers cheer’d her mourning heart. 


Ah, witness here (upheld by mighty grace, ) 
A saint depart, a christian end her race ; 
Nor terror in her placid looks was seen, 
But joy divine, and every thought serene. 
‘** Behold !” she exclaimed, “‘ to glory I fly, 
“ For me, though unworthy, my Jesus did die ; 
“I am fill’d with his love, nor would I stay here, 
“* How precious to me, does my Jesus appear.” 
At length her ravish’d soul was caught away, 
Glad to forsake its tenement of clay, 
Till that important day of power divine, 


Shall dress them both, and make them glorious shine. 
Here cease my muse ; thy pow’rs are much too faint, 


To tell the bliss of this dear unknown saint : 

To live like her, be it thy zeal to do, 

And be thy latter end as happy too. 

O kneil of death! each wand’ring thought employ ; 

Lord, fit us all for that bright world of joy ; 
“Where she, and millions more have sweetly met, 

To pay their noblest homage at thy feet. 





MUSE. 





